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Arts & Education Council’s Art Education Fund Application Opens

Applications for the Arts and Education Council’s (A&E) Art Education Fund are now open. The Art
Education Fund, generously underwritten by Wells Fargo Advisors, provides transportation and tuition
subsidies to talented high school students to further their artistic training outside the traditional classroom
setting.
The Fund is intended to remove financial barriers that often prevent talented students, residing in lowincome areas, from expanding their creative training. By partnering with A&E grantee organizations that offer existing
arts education classes and training in visual arts, craft, music, theater performance and dance disciplines, students
now have the opportunity to advance their creative talents.
“That’s what makes this program so special. We’re giving young people access to opportunity and exposure
through arts and culture, which has the ability to positively impact their lives,” explains Vanessa Cooksey, senior vice
president and head of community affairs at Wells Fargo Advisors.
In its first year, the fund will support eligible students in five designated school districts – St. Louis Public
Schools, Normandy Collaborative, Ferguson-Florissant School District, Riverview Gardens School District and the
Jennings School District.
Students must first be nominated by a teacher, band, choir or orchestra ensemble director, school
administrator, or arts organization instructor via an online form. Once nominated, students will be asked to complete
three application components: a100-200 word biographical essay describing the student’s background and artistic
experience; a video that describes the student’s goals and how assisted training will enable him/her to attain his/her
goal(s); and a demonstration of his/her talent with a 30 second performance or, for visual artists, a submission of at
least five samples of work. Finally, students submit two recommendations from references who can address the
student’s personal and artistic qualities.
Applications and scholarships are available year round as long as funds are available and are based upon
need. Tuition and transportation payments are made directly to the arts education organization with which the student
is studying.
For more information or to apply to the Art Education Fund, visit KeepArtHappening.org/apply
####

Arts and Education Council: When the Arts Thrive, Our City Thrives. – The Arts and Education
Council (A&E), is the St. Louis region's United Arts Fund providing financial, technical and educational
support for arts organizations. A&E’s mission is to build appreciation, participation and support for arts and
arts education throughout the St. Louis community. A&E is the only privately funded arts umbrella
organization that serves the 16-county, bi-state St. Louis region. Since its inception in 1963, the Arts and
Education Council has raised and distributed more than $100 million in private funding for the arts – a
significant contribution that directly impacts the quality of life in our region. With funds raised, the Arts and

Education Council annually assists approximately 70 nonprofit arts and arts education organizations.
Additionally, the Arts and Education Council provides office, rehearsal and performance space for 17
nonprofit arts organizations in the Centene Center for Arts and Education, a unique arts incubator located
in the Grand Center Arts District. A&E meets all 20 Better Business Bureau Charity Standards and has
earned the Wise Giving Seal of Approval, a three-star rating from Charity Navigator and a Guidestar
Exchange Silver Participant rating.
How to find us – Website: KeepArtHappening.org Phone: 314.289.4000. Facebook: ArtsandEducation
Twitter: @ArtEdSTL YouTube: ArtsandEducSTL Instagram: Arts_Education_Council

