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The Monsanto Fund Awards $40,000 to Arts and Education Council 

Grant Supports A&E’s Monsanto Fund Rural Community Arts Education Program 
 

 St. Louis – The Arts and Education Council announced today receipt of a $40,000 grant from the 
Monsanto Fund to support arts programs in our region’s rural communities and arts education through 
sponsorship of the Art Educator of the Year Award presented at A&E’s annual St. Louis Arts Awards. 
 

Established nine years ago, the Monsanto Rural Community Arts Education Program brings artists 
and entertainers into classrooms and performance venues so people and families living in counties 
surrounding the St. Louis metropolitan area have greater access to performing, visual and literary arts. 
      
 “Because of Monsanto’s generous support, A&E can provide direct support to arts and arts 
education organizations whose programs reach rural communities within the 16-county, bi-state St. Louis 
area,” said Cynthia A. Prost, Arts and Education Council president. “The Monsanto Fund Rural Community 
Arts Education Program helps us bring life-enriching arts experiences and opportunities to children, teens 
and adults, including at-risk, disadvantaged, economically challenged and underserved populations.” 
 

 “Art education helps students tap into their individual creativity and improve their overall academic 
performance,” said Michelle Insco, Monsanto Fund program officer. “Through this outstanding initiative and 
with A&E’s vision and expertise, the Monsanto Fund can contribute to strengthening rural communities 
through the arts, cultural events and educational programming in those areas which might otherwise go 
unfunded.” 

 
In addition to supporting the Rural Community Arts Education Program, the Monsanto Fund’s 

recent grant further supports art education by sponsoring the Art Educator of the Year Award at A&E’s 
2016 St. Louis Arts Awards presented on January 25, 2016. The Monsanto Fund has sponsored the Arts 
Educator of the Year Award since 2010 and has sponsored the St. Louis Arts Awards for more than 20 
years. The 2016 Monsanto Fund Art Educator of the Year Award was given to Doug Erwin, K-12 Fine Arts 
Content Leader for the Ferguson-Florissant School District. Erwin also teaches acting at McCluer High 
School, where he has served as the Director of Theater for the past 14 years, building the largest high 
school African-American theater program in Missouri. Alumni from McCluer's theater program have earned 
over $1 million in theater scholarships since Erwin has led the program. 
  
 For more information on Arts and Education Council grants programs, contact Susan Rowe 
Jennings, vice president of administration and grants, at 314.289.4004 or  
Susan-R@KeepArtHappening.org. 
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       Arts and Education Council: One Gift. A Million Returns. – The Arts and Education Council (A&E), 
is the St. Louis region's United Arts Fund providing financial, technical and educational support for arts 
organizations. A&E’s mission is to build appreciation, participation and support for arts and arts education 
throughout the St. Louis community. A&E is the only privately funded arts umbrella organization that serves 
the 16-county, bi-state St. Louis region.  Since its inception in 1963, the Arts and Education Council has 
raised and distributed more than $100 million in private funding for the arts – a significant contribution that 
directly impacts the quality of life in our region. With funds raised, the Arts and Education Council annually 
assists approximately 70 nonprofit arts and arts education organizations. Additionally, the Arts and 
Education Council provides office, rehearsal and performance space for 17 nonprofit arts organizations in 
the Centene Center for Arts and Education, a unique arts incubator located in the Grand Center Arts 
District. A&E meets all 20 Better Business Bureau Charity Standards and has earned the Wise Giving Seal 
of Approval, a three-star rating from Charity Navigator and a Guidestar Exchange Silver Participant rating.   
       
How to find us – Website:  KeepArtHappening.org Phone: 314.289.4000. Facebook: ArtsandEducation 
Twitter: @ArtEdSTL YouTube: ArtsandEducSTL Instagram: Arts_Education_Council 
 
 The Monsanto Fund - The Monsanto Fund, the philanthropic arm of the Monsanto Company, is a 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to strengthening the communities where farmers and Monsanto 
Company employees live and work. Visit the Monsanto Fund at www.monsantofund.org. 
 


