
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

Contact:   Emily Hellmuth 
Director of Marketing and Communications, Arts and Education Council 
314-289-4131 or Emily-H@KeepArtHappening.org  

ARTS AND EDUCATION COUNCIL SEEKS SUBMISSIONS FOR SECOND ANNUAL STARTUP 
COMPETITION FOR ARTS 

Competition fosters breakthrough, entrepreneurial ideas in the arts that can improve St. Louis 

ST. LOUIS – (Feb. 15, 2018) – The Arts and Education Council (A&E) announced today that applications are now open for 
the second annual stARTup Competition for arts entrepreneurs. The competition and program is supported by A&E and the 
PNC Foundation to foster breakthrough, entrepreneurial ideas on changing the fabric of St. Louis through the arts. The 
stARTup Competition is one of only two of its kind in the country, along with MIT’s Creative Arts Competition. A&E and the 
PNC Foundation have earmarked $20,000 for the competition. 

The stARTup Competition is designed to provide the resources and opportunities arts entrepreneurs need to explore new 
ways of positively changing the St. Louis community through the arts. Competition winners receive resources needed to 
accelerate their ideas, including: seed funding; mentorship from entrepreneurial and arts management experts; 
administrative facilities and infrastructure in A&E’s Centene Center for the Arts; and professional development and 
networking opportunities.  

“The Arts and Education Council has been thrilled with the results of the first year of the competition,” said Cynthia A. Prost, 
A&E president and CEO. “The inaugural winners, Creative Reaction Lab and FLOW, have brought a fresh energy to the arts 
community with their remarkable work this year. We look forward to seeing what ideas will be sparked by the 2018 cohort.”  

Last year’s competition generated more than 30 applications from across the region. One of the winners, Creative Reaction 
Lab, founded in 2014 by equity designer Antionette Carroll, is a nonprofit dedicated to training the next generation of Black 
and Latinx students in designing better, more equitable communities. Carroll was recently among 20 global leaders named 
a 2018 TED Fellow. Another winner, FLOW, is the brainchild of local poet Amanda Wells, who aims to create a central 
haven for the region’s writers.  

“Our goal with the stARTup competition is to support innovation and foster inclusive relationships between PNC and the 
local startup community,” said Michael Scully, PNC regional president for St. Louis. “We believe the perspectives of arts 
entrepreneurs combined with the assets of an incumbent bank can be a very powerful match. These entrepreneurs will 
become a catalyst for future economic growth.” 

Submissions for the 2018 competition are due March 15. Individuals in the 16-county bi-state region and organizations that 
have been in existence for two years or less are welcome to apply.  

Panelists for the stARTup Competition include a diverse group of seasoned entrepreneurs and community development 
experts, including: Sheila Burkett, Spry Digital; Antionette Carroll, Creative Reaction Lab; Chris Dornfeld, Maritz Motivation 
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Solutions; Jason Hall, Arch to Park Collaborative; Matt Homann, Filament; Debbie Marshall, PNC; Susan Stith, Express 
Scripts, Inc.; and Amanda Wells, FLOW. Applications are due March 15. Finalists will pitch their ideas to the panel in April 
and winners will be announced in early June. For criteria and application information, visit KeepArtHappening.org/startup-
competition. 

# # # 

About the Arts and Education Council: The Ripple Effect of the Arts. – The Arts and Education Council (A&E), is the 
St. Louis region's United Arts Fund providing financial, technical and educational support for arts organizations. A&E’s 
mission is to build appreciation, participation and support for arts and arts education throughout the St. Louis community. 
A&E is the only privately funded arts umbrella organization that serves the 16-county, bi-state St. Louis region. A&E builds a 
thriving arts community and impacts millions of people through multi-faceted programs, including:  Operating and Project 
Grants; Arts Education Grants for Teachers; Arts Incubation at the Centene Center for the Arts; a Catalyst Innovation Lab; a 
stARTup Competition for Arts Entrepreneurs; Katherine Dunham Fellowship; Art Education Fund; stARTup-StL 
Crowdfunding Platform; Arts Leadership Management Academy (ALMA); Executive Directors Roundtable; Arts Marketers 
Professional Development; the Annual St. Louis Arts Awards; and Young Friends of the Arts. 

Since its inception in 1963, the Arts and Education Council has raised and distributed more than $100 million in private 
funding for the arts – a significant contribution that directly impacts the quality of life in our region. A&E meets all 20 Better 
Business Bureau Charity Standards and has earned the Wise Giving Seal of Approval, a three-star rating from Charity 
Navigator and a Guidestar Exchange Silver Participant rating 

How to find us – Website:  KeepArtHappening.org Phone: 314.289.4000. Facebook: ArtsandEducation Twitter: 
@ArtEdSTL YouTube: ArtsandEducSTL Instagram: Arts_Education_Council 

About the PNC Foundation - The PNC Foundation, which receives its principal funding from The PNC Financial Services 
Group (www.pnc.com), actively supports organizations that provide services for the benefit of communities in which it has a 
significant presence. The foundation focuses its philanthropic mission on early childhood education and community and 
economic development, which includes the arts and culture. Through Grow Up Great, its signature cause that began in 
2004, PNC has created a bilingual $350 million, multi-year initiative to help prepare children from birth to age 5 for success 
in school and life. 

 


