
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

Contact:   Emily Hellmuth 
Director of Marketing and Communications, Arts and Education Council 
314.289.4131 or Emily-H@KeepArtHappening.org  

ARTS AND EDUCATION COUNCIL NOW ACCEPTING 2018 PNC PROGRAM GRANT 
APPLICATIONS 

Grants of $2,500 to $5,000 available for arts programs addressing community needs in bi-state region 

ST. LOUIS – March 12, 2018 – The Arts and Education Council (A&E) announced today that applications for 2018 PNC 
Program Grants are now open. PNC Program Grants, underwritten by the PNC Foundation through a $40,000 named fund, 
provide merit-based grants of $2,500 to $5,000 to small to medium-sized organizations in the St. Louis bi-state region that 
offer arts and arts education programs contributing to the elements of a vibrant community.  

Since 2012, this collaboration between A&E and PNC has provided funding to 176 organizations serving 41 Missouri 
communities and six Illinois communities for programs that have increased access to the arts for hundreds of thousands of 
adults and children in the region.  

“The Arts and Education Council believes the arts are critical to creating and sustaining vibrant communities and we are 
grateful to have PNC as a partner who shares that belief,” said Cynthia A. Prost, A&E president and CEO. “The arts foster 
innovation, energize neighborhoods, inspire our kids, promote cross-cultural understanding and enrich our lives. With PNC 
Program Grants, A&E is investing in arts programs throughout our region that ensure this ripple effect of the arts is felt and 
celebrated by the entire community.”  

Last year’s grants funded 31 diverse arts programs, including: Bach Society of Saint Louis’ 2018 St. Louis Bach Festival; a 
performing arts summer program at the Southern Illinois University Edwardsville-East St. Louis Center; Central Print’s 
summer print studio in North St. Louis; student matinees at Fontbonne University’s Mustard Seed Theatre; and The 
Luminary’s Black Arts Residency.   

“For my PNC colleagues and me, it's important to make sure that the communities we serve are vibrant and robust not just 
today but into the future,” said Michael Scully, PNC regional president for St. Louis.  “We understand the valuable return that 
investing in the arts can deliver. Our collaboration with the Arts and Education Council reinforces our commitment to help 
strengthen the economic vitality of our region.” 

Applications for PNC Program Grants are due April 20 at 5:00 p.m. CST. Organizations should demonstrate how the 
proposed program aligns with A&E’s strategic initiatives to invest in the elements of a vibrant community. A volunteer grant 
panel convened by A&E determines grant awards. Awardees will be announced in late May. For specific criteria and 
application information, visit KeepArtHappening.org/apply.  
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About the Arts and Education Council: The Ripple Effect of the Arts. – The Arts and Education Council (A&E) builds 
appreciation, participation and support for the arts and arts education throughout the St. Louis community, shaping a more 
vibrant arts community for all. A&E spreads the ripple effect of the arts across the 16-county, bi-state region by supporting 
nearly 100 arts organizations through mutli-faceted programs, including: Operating and Project Grants; Arts Education 
Grants for Teachers; Arts Incubation at the Centene Center for the Arts; a Catalyst Innovation Lab; the Katherine Dunham 
Fellowship; a stARTup Competition for Arts Entrepreneurs; stARTup-StL Crowdfunding Platform; Arts Leadership 
Management Academy (ALMA); Executive Directors Roundtable; Arts Marketers Professional Development; the Annual St. 
Louis Arts Awards; and Young Friends of the Arts. 

Since its inception in 1963 as the region’s only privately-supported united arts fund, the Arts and Education Council has 
raised and distributed more than $100 million in private funding for the arts – a significant contribution that directly impacts 
the quality of life in our region. A&E meets all 20 Better Business Bureau Charity Standards and has earned the Wise Giving 
Seal of Approval, a three-star rating from Charity Navigator and a Guidestar Exchange Silver Participant rating.   

How to find us – Website:  KeepArtHappening.org Phone: 314.289.4000. Facebook: ArtsandEducation Twitter: 
@ArtEdSTL YouTube: ArtsandEducSTL Instagram: Arts_Education_Council 

About the PNC Foundation - The PNC Foundation, which receives its principal funding from The PNC Financial Services 
Group (www.pnc.com), actively supports organizations that provide services for the benefit of communities in which it has a 
significant presence. The foundation focuses its philanthropic mission on early childhood education and community and 
economic development, which includes the arts and culture. Through Grow Up Great, its signature cause that began in 
2004, PNC has created a bilingual $350 million, multi-year initiative to help prepare children from birth to age 5 for success 
in school and life. 

 


