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ARTS AND EDUCATION COUNCIL NAMES TWO WINNERS IN 2018 STARTUP COMPETITION  

Female entrepreneurs look to arts to strengthen economy, promote cultural understanding in St. Louis 

ST. LOUIS – May 29, 2018 – The Arts and Education Council (A&E) announced today The Makers Program and the Who 
Raised You? Listening Collective have been named winners in the 2018 stARTup Competition. A partnership between 
A&E and the PNC Foundation, the competition fosters innovative ideas for improving St. Louis through the arts. The winners 
will each receive $10,000 in prize money and one year of space and incubation support in A&E’s Centene Center for the 
Arts, as well as professional development, networking and mentorship opportunities.   

“This competition is a heartening reminder of all the creative energy and commitment St. Louisans have to improve our 
region,” said Cynthia A. Prost, A&E president and CEO. “We are excited to see how these two startups will spark 
innovation, inspiration and cross-cultural understanding.” 

The Makers Program, founded by Shayba Muhammad, provides local Black and Latino artists with the resources and 
guidance to empower themselves as creative entrepreneurs through building scalable product-based businesses.  

The Who Raised You? Listening Collective is a digital audio collaboration between Treasure Shields Redmond and Jia 
Lian Yang that empowers citizen sound-agents to capture the stories that propel our region forward. 

“At PNC, we believe a thriving arts and culture scene plays a crucial role in the success, stability and growth of our local 
community, which is why we support competitions like stARTup,” said Michael Scully, PNC regional president for St. Louis. 
“We are looking forward to seeing how these two creative entrepreneurs inspire the arts community and help make St. Louis 
a great place to work, live and play.” 

Winners were among six finalists selected from a pool of 34 applicants to pitch their startups to a panel of entrepreneurs 
and community development leaders on May 3. The panel included: Sheila Burkett, Spry Digital; Antionette Carroll, Creative 
Reaction Lab; Chris Dornfeld, Maritz Motivation Solutions; Jason Hall, Arch to Park LLC; Matt Homann, Filament, LLC; 
Deborah Marshall, PNC; Susan Stith, Express Scripts, Inc.; and Amanda Wells, FLOW. Carroll and Wells won the inaugural 
competition in 2017.  

“There is a part of the St. Louis entrepreneur community that is being left out. They are trying to figure out how to make a 
living creating art and sharing their stories. The economic and social impact these startups could have is huge,” said 
panelist Sheila Burkett.  

The startups will begin their year of incubation in the Centene Center for the Arts August 1. Owned and operated by the Arts 
and Education Council, the Centene Center for the Arts is home to 20 arts organizations of varying sizes and artistic 
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disciplines. The Center provides the resources and connections arts organizations need to thrive and grow their impact in 
the community. It is located in the heart of the Grand Center Arts District. 

The public is invited to meet the 2018 stARTup Competition winners on July 20 at A Midsummer Night’s Drink, a party 
thrown by A&E’s Young Friends of the Arts to celebrate the varied and vibrant arts community in St. Louis. Proceeds from 
the event benefit A&E. Tickets go on sale in June at KeepArtHappening.org/YFA.  

For more information about the stARTup Competition for arts entrepreneurs, visit KeepArtHappening.org/stARTup-
Competition.  

# # # 

About the Arts and Education Council: The Ripple Effect of the Arts. – The Arts and Education Council (A&E) builds 
appreciation, participation and support for the arts and arts education throughout the St. Louis community, shaping a more 
vibrant arts community for all. A&E spreads the ripple effect of the arts across the 16-county, bi-state region by supporting 
nearly 100 arts organizations through multi-faceted programs, including: Operating and Project Grants; Arts Education 
Grants for Teachers; Arts Incubation at the Centene Center for the Arts; a Catalyst Innovation Lab; the Katherine Dunham 
Fellowship; a stARTup Competition for Arts Entrepreneurs; stARTup-StL Crowdfunding Platform; Arts Leadership 
Management Academy (ALMA); Executive Directors Roundtable; Arts Marketers Professional Development; the Annual St. 
Louis Arts Awards; and Young Friends of the Arts. 

Since its inception in 1963 as the region’s only privately-supported united arts fund, the Arts and Education Council has 
raised and distributed more than $100 million in private funding for the arts – a significant contribution that directly impacts 
the quality of life in our region. A&E meets all 20 Better Business Bureau Charity Standards and has earned the Wise Giving 
Seal of Approval, a three-star rating from Charity Navigator and a Guidestar Exchange Silver Participant rating.   

How to find us – Website:  KeepArtHappening.org Phone: 314.289.4000. Facebook: ArtsandEducation Twitter: 
@ArtEdSTL YouTube: ArtsandEducSTL Instagram: Arts_Education_Council 

About the PNC Foundation - The PNC Foundation, which receives its principal funding from The PNC Financial Services 
Group (www.pnc.com), actively supports organizations that provide services for the benefit of communities in which it has a 
significant presence. The foundation focuses its philanthropic mission on early childhood education and community and 
economic development, which includes the arts and culture. Through Grow Up Great, its signature cause that began in 
2004, PNC has created a $350 million, multi-year initiative to help prepare children from birth to age 5 for success in school 
and life. To learn more about PNC Grow Up Great, please go to www.pncgrowupgreat.com. 

About Shayba Muhammad – Shayba Muhammad is a metalsmith and jewelry designer of Mahnal, a brand of 
contemporary brass jewelry. She previously worked as an accessory specialist and visual merchandiser in Chicago before 
returning to her hometown of St. Louis and launching her own jewelry brand in 2016. Muhammad founded The Makers 
Program to use practical, research-based approaches to revitalize the socio-economic health of underserved communities.  

About Treasure Shields Redmond – Treasure Shields Redmond is a published poet, master educator, community arts 
organizer and successful entrepreneur. The Mississippi native was raised in the federal housing projects and went on to be 
signed by M.C. Hammer’s label as a hip hop artist and writer. She is the author of chop: a collection of kwansabas for fannie 
lou hamer (2015). Her doctoral research focuses on the recorded performances of foundational black women poets and the 
ways they deployed sound to impact the canon and justice movements. In addition to the Who Raised You? Listening 
Collective, Redmond has co-founded a funding collective for black artists called The Black Skillet. She is also the founder of 
Feminine Pronoun Consultants, LLC and Get the Acceptance Letter Academy. 
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About Jia Lian Yang – Jia Lian Yang earned a master’s degree in social work from Washington University’s Brown School 
of Social Work and a master’s degree in divinity from Eden Theological Seminary. Yang was raised in Silicon Valley and 
has served as the minister of family programming at Metropolitan Community Church of Greater St. Louis. She has led 
teams focused on communications, cultural competency education and faith-based anti-racist organizing. Yang also has 
experience in advocacy for LGBTQ older adults, reproductive justice and home care workers, as well as direct practice with 
clients with severe mental illness. In additional to the Who Raised You? Listening Collective, Yang is a founding member of 
Solidarity Economy St. Louis and APIs for Black Lives. 


