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ARTS AND EDUCATION COUNCIL AWARDS 20 ORGANIZATIONS WITH OPERATING SUPPORT GRANTS AS PART 

OF $1.7 MILLION ANNUAL COMMUNITY INVESTMENT 

ST. LOUIS, June 19, 2019 – The Arts and Education Council announced today $495,500 in Operating Support Grants for 
20 arts organizations across the bi-state region. The grants, made possible by contributions from thousands of individual, 
corporate and foundation donors, are part of the $1.7 million the Arts and Education Council invests in the community each 
year.  

The Arts and Education Council offers a variety of grants and programs. Aside from operating support grants, the 
organization also offers program grants, grants for rural arts organizations and new arts programs, as well as grants for 
teachers who want to bring art education into their classroom. 

Operating Support Grants provide ongoing, unrestricted support to arts organizations whose programming supports the goal of the 
Arts and Education Council to drive community impact by promoting the Elements of a Vibrant Community. The Elements, as defined 
by the Arts and Education Council, are: the arts’ ability to inspire kids and engage minds, build innovation and creativity, 
energize communities and forge connections, bridge cultural divides and enrich lives.  

The 2019-2020 Operating Support Grant recipients are (in alphabetical order): 

• Cinema St. Louis 
• Classic 107.3 (Radio Arts Foundation) 
• COCA 
• Community Music School of Webster University  
• Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis 
• Craft Alliance Center of Art + Design 
• Jazz St. Louis 
• Laumeier Sculpture Park 
• Metro Theater Company 
• Opera Theatre of Saint Louis 
• The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis 
• Saint Louis Ballet Company 
• Saint Louis Fashion Fund 
• Shakespeare Festival St. Louis  
• Sheldon Arts Foundation 
• Springboard to Learning 
• St. Louis ArtWorks 
• The St. Louis Children’s Choirs 
• St. Louis Symphony Orchestra 
• STAGES St. Louis 
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“We take very seriously our responsibility to invest our donors’ contributions in arts organizations and programs that will 
keep art happening across the bi-state area. These grantees are doing exceptional work to enhance the quality of life in our 
region through their exhibitions, performances and programs and we are proud to support them,” said Cynthia A. Prost, Arts 
and Education Council president and CEO.  

Grant applications were reviewed by a volunteer panel from the Arts and Education Council board of directors and 
evaluated based on community impact, particularly how the organization supports the goals of the Elements of a Vibrant 
Community, and organizational capacity to drive sustained impact in the community.  

These organizations are among more than 70 organizations across the bi-state region that benefit from Arts and Education 
Council grants and programs. For more information about the Arts and Education Council, visit KeepArtHappening.org. 

# # # 

About the Arts and Education Council: Keep Art Happening. – The Arts and Education Council builds appreciation, 
participation and support for the arts and arts education throughout the St. Louis region, shaping a more vibrant arts 
community for all. The Arts and Education Council ensures the 16-county, bi-state region is rich with arts and cultural 
experiences through programs and services that support more than 70 organizations each year, including: operating 
support grants; arts incubation at the Centene Center for the Arts; PNC Program Grants; the Creative Impact Fund with lead 
support from the Bayer Fund; the Maritz Arts and Education Fund for Teachers; Bayer Fund Rural Community Arts and 
Education grants; the Art Education Fund, underwritten by Wells Fargo Advisors; the Catalyst Innovation Lab; the Katherine 
Dunham Fellowship; Catalyst Conversations; the stARTup Creative Competition; Leadership Roundtables; Arts Marketers; 
the St. Louis Suburban Music Educators Association; the Keep Art Happening Scholarship; and the St. Louis Arts Awards.   

The Arts and Education Council is entirely funded by individual donors, corporations and foundations in the St. Louis region. 
Since its inception in 1963 as the region’s only privately-supported united arts fund, the Arts and Education Council has 
raised and distributed more than $100 million in private funding for the arts – a significant contribution that directly impacts 
the quality of life in our region. The Arts and Education Council meets all 20 Better Business Bureau Charity Standards and 
has earned the Wise Giving Seal of Approval, a three-star rating from Charity Navigator and a Guidestar Exchange Gold 
Participant rating.   

Connect with us – Website:  KeepArtHappening.org Phone: 314.289.4000. Facebook: ArtsandEducation Twitter: 
@ArtEdSTL Instagram: Arts_Education_Council 
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