
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

Contact:   Emily Hellmuth 
Director of Marketing and Communications, Arts and Education Council 
314-289-4131 or Emily-H@KeepArtHappening.org  

THE ARTHUR AND HELEN BAER CHARITABLE FOUNDATION TO MATCH UP TO $40,000 FOR 
ARTS, ARTS EDUCATION CROWDFUNDING PROJECTS  

The Foundation will match up to $5,000 per eligible project on the Arts and Education Council’s stARTup-StL 
Crowdfunding platform  

ST. LOUIS, MO (July 19, 2017).  The Arts and Education Council (A&E) announced today the Arthur and Helen Baer 
Charitable Foundation will match up to $40,000 of contributions made to campaigns posted on A&E’s stARTup-StL 
Crowdfunding platform. A&E created the online crowdfunding platform to simplify the fundraising process for smaller arts 
and culture organizations and arts startups. Effective immediately, eligible arts projects can receive up to $5,000 in 
matching funds. 

“stARTup-StL Crowdfunding connects arts organizations and arts startups in our region with interested donors,” says 
Cynthia A. Prost, A&E president and CEO. “This generous match from the Arthur and Helen Baer Charitable Foundation will 
further the ability of these organizations to raise funds for their innovative projects, enhancing the cultural vibrancy of the 
entire region. Crowdfunding also encourages organizations to think strategically about their followers and supporters and 
then rally their financial support.”   

The first project to receive matching funds is Pianos for People’s summer music camps, which raised $5,000 from individual 
donors in June. The Arthur and Helen Baer Foundation then matched the funds for a total of $10,000 to support free piano 
camps for disadvantaged youth in the area. 	

Through stARTup-StL Crowdfunding, arts and culture organizations in the St. Louis region can post and promote arts 
projects in need of funding, and then donors can contribute directly to the projects in the St. Louis community that they 
believe in. Unlike other popular crowdfunding platforms, stARTup-StL Crowdfunding projects keep what they raise, 
regardless of their goal. 

The stARTup-StL crowdfunding platform was re-launched in August 2016 as a successor to A&E’s original crowdfunding 
site, Power2Give.org, established in 2014 with generous support from the Arthur and Helen Baer Charitable Foundation. 
The crowdfunding platform has helped organizations raise more than $100,000 since its inception in 2014.  

“We believe that stARTup-StL Crowdfunding provides access to new donors and funds for many of our arts organizations,” 
said Pat Stark, Arthur and Helen Baer Foundation. “By providing a giving platform devoted to supporting arts and culture in 
our community, stARTup-StL crowdfunding encourages local arts consumers to become arts donors and help the 
organizations they love with specific needs. Over time, we expect to see the act of giving by caring individuals become the 
power of many.” 
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Not all stARTup-StL Crowdfunding campaigns will be eligible for matching funds. To qualify, campaigns must last no more 
than 30 days with specific start and end dates; identify specific fundraising and marketing strategies in support of raising the 
necessary donations to secure the match; and demonstrate an existing base of support with the potential to fulfill the match. 
Preference will be given to projects focused on arts education and organizations with an annual operating budget of 
$500,000 or less. Campaigns for capital projects are not eligible for matching funds. 

For more information about stARTup-StL Crowdfunding or to start a campaign, visit KeepArtHappening.org/stARTup-StL. 

# # # 

About the Arts and Education Council:  When the Arts Thrive, Our City Thrives. – The Arts and Education Council 
(A&E), is the St. Louis region's United Arts Fund providing financial, technical and educational support for arts 
organizations. A&E’s mission is to build appreciation, participation and support for arts and arts education throughout the St. 
Louis community. A&E is the only privately funded arts umbrella organization that serves the 16-county, bi-state St. Louis 
region.  A&E builds a thriving arts community and impacts millions of people through multi-faceted programs, including:  
Operating and Project Grants; Arts Education Grants for Teachers; Arts Incubation at the Centene Center for the Arts; a 
Catalyst Innovation Lab; a stARTup Competition for Arts Entrepreneurs; stARTup-StL Crowdfunding Platform; Arts 
Leadership Management Academy (ALMA); Executive Directors Roundtable; Arts Marketers Professional Development; the 
Annual St. Louis Arts Awards; and Young Friends of the Arts. 

Since its inception in 1963, the Arts and Education Council has raised and distributed more than $100 million in private 
funding for the arts – a significant contribution that directly impacts the quality of life in our region.  A&E meets all 20 Better 
Business Bureau Charity Standards and has earned the Wise Giving Seal of Approval, a three-star rating from Charity 
Navigator and a Guidestar Exchange Silver Participant rating.   

How to find us – Website:  KeepArtHappening.org Phone: 314.289.4000. Facebook: ArtsandEducation Twitter: 
@ArtEdSTL YouTube: ArtsandEducSTL Instagram: Arts_Education_Council 

Photo caption: Pianos for People successfully raised $5,000 through stARTup-StL Crowdfunding in June. The funds were 
matched by the Arthur and Helen Baer Charitable Foundation for a total of $10,000 to support free summer music camps for 
disadvantaged youth in the St. Louis area. Photo courtesy Pianos for People. 


