
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

Contact:   Emily Hellmuth 
Director of Marketing and Communications, Arts and Education Council 
314-289-4131 or Emily-H@KeepArtHappening.org  

ARTS AND EDUCATION COUNCIL CELEBRATES GRAND OPENING OF CATALYST INNOVATION 
LAB AT CENTENE CENTER FOR THE ARTS INCUBATOR 

Mayor Lyda Krewson and Michael F. Neidorff, chairman, president and CEO of Centene Corporation joined A&E for 
official ribbon cutting November 13 

 

ST. LOUIS, MO (November 14, 2017).  On November 13, the Arts and Education Council (A&E) unveiled the Catalyst 
Innovation Lab, a place to gather, collaborate, learn and exchange ideas on creativity for more arts and cultural innovation. 
The 1,900-square-foot space inside A&E’s Centene Center for the Arts, an arts incubator in the heart of the Grand Center 
Arts District, is inspired by the arts and driven by the needs of a community in transition. Mayor Lyda Krewson and Michael 
F. Neidorff, chairman, president and CEO of Centene Corporation, which generously provided lead support for the Lab and 
subsequent programming, participated in the official ribbon cutting on November 13.  

“The Arts and Education Council’s Catalyst Innovation Lab is inspired by the arts’ power to bring people together,” said 
Cynthia A. Prost, A&E president and CEO. “With this space, A&E will serve as the hub for the arts community as well as 
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cross-sector engagement through programs and speakers that create a ripple effect of positive change through the arts 
across the bi-state region.” 

“I have long maintained that a strong foundation in the arts is the heart of any thriving community,” said Michael Neidorff, 
chairman, president and CEO of Centene, which also served as a sponsor of the arts incubator in 2005. “We are honored to 
play a role in bringing the Catalyst Innovation Lab to life, which will promote creativity and innovation in the arts throughout 
the St. Louis region.” 

Initial programming in the Catalyst Innovation Lab will include a regular series of cross-sector conversations around 
creativity, A&E’s bi-monthly Arts Marketers series, Arts Leadership Management Academy professional development 
sessions, as well as two monthly Executive Directors Roundtables for arts executives. The 20 tenant organizations of A&E’s 
Centene Center for the Arts incubator will have complimentary use of the Lab during business hours. The Catalyst 
Innovation Lab will be available for board meetings, brainstorming sessions, lectures, social and fundraising events 
beginning in Spring 2018.  

The Catalyst Innovation Lab is made possible with lead support from the Centene Charitable Foundation. With this 
generous support, Centene’s cumulative giving to A&E through the Charitable Foundation, Corporation and employee 
workplace giving campaigns now surpasses $1.3 million since 2002.   

The official opening of the Catalyst Innovation Lab concludes Phase I of the renovation of A&E’s Centene Center for the 
Arts. Phase II, a renovation of the arts incubator’s entrance and lobby, is scheduled to begin in January 2018. The Catalyst 
Innovation Lab is made possible with lead support from the Centene Charitable Foundation and design support from HOK. 
For more information about the Arts and Education Council’s Catalyst Innovation Lab, visit 
KeepArtHappening.org/CatalystLab. For information about events and programming in the Catalyst Innovation Lab, contact 
Matthew R. Kerns, A&E manager of programs and grants, at Matthew-K@KeepArtHappening.org or 314.289.4112. 

# # # 

About the Arts and Education Council:  When the Arts Thrive, Our City Thrives. – The Arts and Education Council 
(A&E), is the St. Louis region's United Arts Fund providing financial, technical and educational support for arts 
organizations. A&E’s mission is to build appreciation, participation and support for arts and arts education throughout the St. 
Louis community. A&E is the only privately funded arts umbrella organization that serves the 16-county, bi-state St. Louis 
region. A&E builds a thriving arts community and impacts millions of people through multi-faceted programs, including:  
Operating and Project Grants; Arts Education Grants for Teachers; Arts Incubation at the Centene Center for the Arts; a 
Catalyst Innovation Lab; a stARTup Competition for Arts Entrepreneurs; stARTup-StL Crowdfunding Platform; Arts 
Leadership Management Academy (ALMA); Executive Directors Roundtable; Arts Marketers Professional Development; the 
Annual St. Louis Arts Awards; and Young Friends of the Arts. 

Since its inception in 1963, the Arts and Education Council has raised and distributed more than $100 million in private 
funding for the arts – a significant contribution that directly impacts the quality of life in our region. A&E meets all 20 Better 
Business Bureau Charity Standards and has earned the Wise Giving Seal of Approval, a three-star rating from Charity 
Navigator and a Guidestar Exchange Silver Participant rating.   

How to find us – Website:  KeepArtHappening.org Phone: 314.289.4000. Facebook: ArtsandEducation Twitter: 
@ArtEdSTL YouTube: ArtsandEducSTL Instagram: Arts_Education_Council 

About Centene Corporation – Centene Corporation, a Fortune 100 company, is a diversified, multi-national healthcare 
enterprise that provides a portfolio of services to government sponsored healthcare programs, focusing on under-insured 
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and uninsured individuals. Many receive benefits provided under Medicaid, including the State Children's Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP), as well as Aged, Blind or Disabled (ABD), Foster Care and Long Term Care (LTC), in addition to other 
state-sponsored programs, Medicare (including the Medicare prescription drug benefit commonly known as "Part D"), as 
well as programs with the U.S. Department of Defense and U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Centene operates local 
health plans and offers a range of health insurance solutions. It also contracts with other healthcare and commercial 
organizations to provide specialty services including behavioral health management, care management software, 
correctional healthcare services, dental benefits management, in-home health services, life and health management, 
managed vision, pharmacy benefits management, specialty pharmacy and telehealth services.  

Centene uses its investor relations website to publish important information about the Company, including information that 
may be deemed material to investors. Financial and other information about Centene is routinely posted and is accessible 
on Centene's investor relations website, http://www.centene.com/investors. 

Photo caption: L to R: Leonard T. Eschbach, A&E board chair, Michael F. Neidorff, chairman, president and CEO of 
Centene Corporation, Mayor Lyda Krewson and Cynthia A. Prost, A&E president and CEO cut the ribbon on the Catalyst 
Innovation Lab in A&E’s Centene Center for the Arts on November 13. 


